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J. N N the latter End of the 
5 I P Year 1739, eight or ten 
S343 Perſons came to me in 

London, who appeared to 
be deeply convinced of Sin, and earn- 
eltly groaning for Redemption. "They 
deſired (as did two or three more the 
next Day) that I would ſpend ſome 

Time with them in Prayer, and ad- 

viſe them how to flee from the Wrath 

to come, which they ſaw continually 
hanging over their Heads, That we 
might have more Time for this great 

Work, I appointed a Day when they 

might all come together, which from 

thenceforward they did every Week, 
namely on Thurſday, in the Evening. 

To theſe, and as many more as deſired 

to join with them, (for their Number 

- Increaſed daily) I gave thoſe Advices 


from Time to Time which I judg'd 


moſt needful for them, and we always 
J A-2 concluded 


hort, as Occaſion may require. 


4 Rus, &c. of the 


concluded our Meet.ng with Prayer 


ſuited - to their ſeveral Neceſſities. loi 


II. This was the Riſe of the UNITED 
SocikErv, firſt in London, and then in 
other Places, Such a Society is no other 
than „4 Company of Men having the 
Form and ſeeking the Power of God- 
lineſs, united in order to pray together, | 


to receive the Word of Exbortation, 


and to watch cover ene another in Love, 
that they may help each other to work 


ut their Salvation. . 


HI. That it may the more eaſily be 


diſcern'd, whether they are indeed work 


ing out their own Salvation, each Society 


is divided into ſmaller Companies, call- 


— WY 


ed Claſſes, according to their Reſpective 
Places of Abode. There are about 


twelvePerſonsineveryClaſs; oneof whom 
is ſtiled The Leader. Tt is his Buſineſs. 
1. To ſee cach Perſon in his Claſs, 


once a Week at the leaſt; in order 


To enquire how their Souls proſper, | 
To adviſe, reprove, comfort or ex- 


ayer, | 
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United Societys. 5 
To receive what they are willing to 


give, toward the Relief of the Poor. 
2. To meet the Miniſters and the 


Stewards of the Society once a Week; 
in order 


To inform the Miniſter of any that 


are Sick, or of any that walk diſ- 
orderly, and will not be reproved. 


To pay to the Stewards what they 
have received of their ſeveral Claſles 


in the Week preceeding; And 


To ſhew their Account of what 
each Perſon - has contributed. 
IV. There is one only Condition pre- 
viouſly required, in thoſe who deſire 
Admiſſion into theſe Societies, a Deſire 


0 flee from the Wrath to come, to be 
ſaved from their Sins: But, wherever 


this is really fix d in the Soul, it will be 
ſhewn by its Fruits. It is therefore ex- 
pected of all who continue therein, 
that they ſhould continue to evidence 
their Deſire of Salvation; 5 
Firſt, By doing no harm, by avoiding 
Evil in every Kind; eſpecially, that which 


is moſt e practis d. Such is 


; * The 


6 Rurzs, Sc. of the 


The taking the Name of Gop in vain 


The profaning the Day of the Lozp| 
either by doing ordinary Work thereon. 
or by Buying or Selling: nu 
Drunkenneſs, Buying or Selling Spi- co 
rituous Liquors; or drinking themSa 
(unleſs in Cafes of extreme Neceſſity. N 
Fighting, Quarreling, Brawling; go- in 
ing to Law, returning Evil for Evil, or p 
Railing for Railing: The uſing many ii 
Words in Buying or Selling : a 
The buying or ſelling uncuſtom'd goods: 
The giving or ing Things on Uſury: ( 
Uncharitable or unprofitable Conver- 
fation; eſpecially, ſpeaking Evil of Ma- 
giſtrates or Miniſters. 
Doing to others as we would not 
they ſhould do to us: 1 
Doing what we know is not for 
the Glory of Gor: As 
The putting on Gold or coſtly Apparel. 
Thetaking ſuch Diverſions as cannot be 
uſed in the Name of the LORD JESus: 
The Singing thoſe Songs, or Reading | 
thoſe Books, which do not tend to the | 
Knowledge ar Love of Gop: Sat- N 
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vain : Softneſs, and needleſs Self- indulgence: 
LoRD| Laying up Treaſures upon Earth. 
ereon V. It is expected of all who conti- 

nue in theſe Societies, that they ſhould 
g Spi- continue to ev idence their Deſire of 
themgalvation; 
ſlity.) } Seb By doing Good, by being 
go- in every Kind, merciful after their 


il, or Power; as they have Opportunity, do 


nany ing Good of every poſſible Sort, and 
as far as is poſſible, to all Men: 


bods: To their Bodies, of the Ability which 
ſury: Gop giveth, by giving Food to the Hun- 
wer- ory, by Cloathing the Naked, by Viſit- 
Ma- ing or Helping them that are Sick, or 
in Priſon. | 
not To their Souls, by inſtructing, reprov- 
ing or exhorting all we have eny Itn 
for courſe with: T rampling under Foot that 
Enthuſiaſtic Doctrine of Devils, that 
rel. « we are not to do Good, unleſs our 
the Heart be free to it.“ 
y doing Good eſpecially to > thai that 
Ing are of the Houſhould of Faith, or groan- 
the þ . ſo to be: Employing them prefer- 
t- 8 ably 


Nor, Tc; of the 


ably, to others, buying one of another, ; 


helping each other in Buſineſs, and ſol 

much the more, becauſe the World! 

will love its own, and them only. 3 

By all poſſible Diligence and F rugality, : 

br that the Goſpel be not blamed: | 
4 By running with Patience the Race tel 
I that is ſet before them; denying them Wu 
ſelves, and taking up their Croſs daily; 
ſubmitting to bear the Reproach of Sp 
= CHRIST, to be as the Filth and f 
| 1 OY of the World; and look- ol: 


W 


jj ing that Men ſhould ſoy all manner 41 
J of Evil of them falſely, for their LoRD's HU. 


Sake. | 
VI. Itis expected of all who deſire to ; 
continue in theſe Societies, that they | 
ſhould continue to evidence their defire | fe 
of Salvation; n 
Thirdly, By attending upon al the | \ 
Ordinances of Gop: Such are +. 
The publick Worſhip of Gd; 
The Miniſtry of the Word, either | 
read or expounded; 


T he Supper of the Lokp; 


Private 
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United Societies, 9 
Private Prayer; 
Searching the Scriptures; and 
Faſting or Abſtinence. 
VII. Theſe are the General Rules of 
our Societies; all which we are taught 
; f GOD to obſerve, even in his Writ- 
ace ten Word, the only Rule, and the 
en- ſufficient Rule both of our Faich and 
17%; ractice: And all theſe we know his 
of. Spirit writes on every truly awaken'd 
and | Heart. If there be any among us who 
ok: obſerve them not, who habitually break 
aner any one of them, let it be made known 
D' unto them who watch over that Soul, 
as they that muſt give an Account. 
to | We will admoniſh him of the Error of 
hey his Ways: We will bear with him 
Gre} for a Seaſon. But then if he repent 
not, he hath no more Place among us. 


the | We have delivered our own Souls. 
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For thoſe who are convinced of Sin 


x O Moſt compaſſionate High Prieſt, 


Full of all Grace we know thou art; 


Falrn put's its Hand upon thy Breaſt, 
And ſcels beneath thy panting Heart. 


2 Thy panting Heart for Sinners Bleeds : 
Thy Mercies and Compaſhons move; 
Thy groaning Spirit interceeds, 
And Yearna the Bowels of thy Love. 


3 Hear then the pleading Spirits's Prayer, 


> ( The Spirit's Will to Thee is known) 


For all who now thy Sufferings ſhare, 
And full for full Redemption groan. 


4 Poor tempted Souls, with Tempeſts toſs'd, 


And Strangers to a Moment Peace ; 
Diſconſolate, afflicted, loſt, 
Loſt in an howling Wilderneſs, 


5 Torn with an endleſs War within, 


Vex'd with the Fleſh and Spirit's Strife, 
And ſtruggling in the Toils of Sin, 
And agonizing into Life, 
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6 O let the Pris'ners mournful Cries 

; As Incenſe in thy Sight appear; 

Their humble Wailings pierce the Skies, 
If haply they may feel thee near | 


7 The Captive Exiles make their Moans, 

4 From Sin impatient to be free; 

Call home, call home thy baniſh'd ones ! 
Lead Captive their Captivity ! 


8 Shew them the Blood that bought their Peace, 
; The Anchor of their ſtedfaſt Hope; 
And bid their guilty Terrors ceaſe, 

And bring the ranſom'd Pris'ners up. 


9 Out of the Deep regard their Cries, 
The fallen raiſe, the Mourners chear ; 

O San of Righteouſneſs ariſe, | 
And Scatter all their Doubt and Fear! 


| 10 Pity the Day of feeble Things; 

O gather ev'ry halting Soul, 

And drop Salvation from thy Wings, 
And make the contrite Sinner whole, 


11 Stand by them in the fiery Hour, 

Their Feebleneſs of Mind defend; 
And in their Weakneſs ſhew thy Power, 
And make them patient to the End. 


12 O ſatisfy their Soul in Drought ; 
Give them thy ſaving Health to ſee, 

And let thy Mercy find them out; 
And let thy Mercy reach to me. 
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bo are convinced of Sin. 
13 Haſt thou the Work of Grace begun, 

And brought them to the Birth in vain ? 


O let thy Children ſee the Sun! 
Let all their Souls be born again ! 


14 Relieve the Souls whoſe Croſs we bear, 
For whom thy ſuft'ring Members mourn, 
Anſwer our FaiTz's effeQtual Prayer: 


Bid ev'ry ſtruggling Child be born, 


15 Hark how thy Turtle Dove complains, 
And ſee us weep for Sion's Woe ! 
Pity thy ſuff ring People's Pain; 
Avenge us of our Inbred Foe. 


16 Whom thou haſt bound, O Lo RD expel, 
And take his Armour all away 
The Man of Sin, the Child of Hell, 
The Devil in our Nature flay. 


:7 Him and his Works at once deſtroy, 
The Being of all Sin eraſe, | 
And turn our Mourning into Joy, 
And cloath us with the Robes of Praiſe, 


18 Then, when our Suff'rings all are paſt, 
O let us pure and perfect be, 
And gain our Calling's Prize at laſt, 
For ever ſanctified in Thee. 
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